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one by one many of the troubles settled themselves.
The first blow came when the Italians on the zgth
of March 1919 landed in south-eastern Anatolia, and,
despite the protests of the other Allies, began rapidly
to take over the country. They had a definite clear-
cut policy. They intended to replace Austria in the
Near East. They took over the Austrian banks and
the Austrian ships. They had been promised the port
of Smyrna at the Conference of St. Jean de Maurienne
in 1915 and they set out to get it. They were for
annexation. Each year, some hundreds of thousands of
emigrants leave Italy for other countries. The soil and
climate of Anatolia are excellent, and the Italian Govern-
ment hoped to raise there a stout peasant population and
make Italy a world power and an empire.
Already there was friction between France and England,
for the former thought that she was being kept out of
Cilicia, despite all promises and the terms of the Sykes-
Picot agreement, and that steps were being taken to oust
her from Constantinople.
It was still possible by immediate action to settle the
Near East, but the situation, if delayed, was potentially
dangerous.